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Montana Forest Land Property Taxes  
Montana has approximately 14.6 million acres of commercial forest land with 

approximately 3.9 million acres in private ownership. 

This land is valued as stated in 15-44-103, MCA using the formula V=I/R, which is 

value equals net income divided by the capitalization rate. The formula for 

calculating the net income is also found in this statute.  

The fractional assessment, or tax rate, applied to the value is set in 15-6-143, 

MCA at 0.37%. This percentage is multiplied by the forest value to determine the 

taxable value. The taxable value is multiplied by the millage rate to determine 

the property taxes.  

 

 
This chart is from the Montana Department of Revenue 2018 Biennial Report  

(also shown on next page). 
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